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To increase student interaction with
reading assignments, I updated the  
syllabus by:

◊ Eliminating costly textbooks in 
favor of articles and book chapters

◊ Assigning podcasts each week 
◊ Treating textual readings & podcasts as equivalent
◊ Having students write weekly  

reflections on an assigned text or 
podcast to ensure critical 
engagement with course materials

Analyzing texts and making sense of data are essential components of social science, but there are other ways for 
students to learn and demonstrate knowledge than through textbooks and academic papers. In this poster, I outline how 
I incorporated technology into a sociology curriculum. To culminate the course, students worked collaboratively to 
create engaging audio stories about social problems steeped in sociological theory, historical records, and contemporary 
issues. By moving beyond papers, the students were able to synthesize knowledge from multiple parts of the course to 
create original stories demonstrating a higher degree of mastery than they would have on a final exam.

From Papers to Podcasts: Rewriting the Narrative of 
how College Students Demonstrate Knowledge
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How well did this course succeed in 
getting you to think critically and/or 

creatively? 

How informative and 
worthwhile were the reading 
assignments in this course? 

After listening to and reflecting
on podcasts throughout the 
semester, students worked in 
groups to create their own
original audio stories.  

Group Roles: 
Reporters: identified sources of information to use 
in the story, collected audio using a digital 
recording device, created additional audio needed 
for the story. 
Sound Engineers: combined and edited the audio 
files using Audacity, identified additional audio 
needed for the story.
Editors: wrote the story, assigned collecting pieces 
of audio to reporters, met with the engineer to 
discuss how those audio files should be edited and 
compiled to create the final audio story, and 
submitted the final project.

Students turned in scaffolded assignments leading 
to a rigorous final project they created. 
ü First, they submitted an audio abstract outlining 

the social problem they would tackle. 
ü Second, they submitted a storyboard detailing the 

story they were planning to tell along with the 
evidence they planned to use. 

ü Finally, they submitted their polished podcasts.

The final project was worth 40 percent of their grade.
Students assessed their team members participation 
and output, accounting for 15 percent of that grade. 

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy

All of the students in Sociology 315 submitted high-
quality podcasts on time. The project encouraged them 
to work as a team, and creatively produce something 
new with the knowledge they gained from the course. 
The students also highly rated the class in student 
evaluations. 
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